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Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
1% Reading: Isaiah 35.1-6a, 10
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 146
R. “Lord, come and save us.”
2" Reading: James 5.7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11.2-11
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Third Sunday of Advent — December 14, 2025

When John the Baptist was in
Herod's prison awaiting probable
execution, he turned to Jesus for
consolation. He longed to be
reassured that Jesus was indeed the
Messiah and that he had not been
mistaken. So he sent two disciples to
ask Jesus for a clear word that would
dispel his doubts and revive his
confidence.
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Jesus understood that John had

sacrificed everything to be his herald, and so to refresh the prophet's sagging
spirit, Jesus pointed out how he was fulfilling the promises of Scripture. Jesus was
encouraging John to use the gifts of memory and reason God had given him,
telling him to remember all the things he seen and heard; how by the power of
the Spirit the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the
good news is preached to the poor!

Let us not be dismayed when we sometimes waver in our faith. The exact same
reasoning that Jesus suggested to John will pull us through as well. All we have to
do is let Jesus reassure us.

Our God never changes. We are encouraged to recall all that we have seen and
heard. Nothing—not even human sin and weakness—could ever convince our
merciful, gracious God to stop loving us and blessing us!

Sister Charlotte Leake, S.N.J.M., Coordinator of Parish Life

(Image by Pallervanten from Pixabay)
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Consecration of Holy Cross Church
Holy Cross Parish was blessed on December 10, 1922, 103
years ago, by Monsignor Jubinville, with the first Mass
celebrated on December 11, 1922 at 7:30pm.

We are grateful to the many Pastors and Parochial
Administrators who have served our parish throughout the
years. We are thankful to the many faithful Parishioners who
have supported the parish.

We praise and thank God for the many graces and blessings
that have been poured upon our Priests and Parishioners.

May we continue to grow in God'’s loving mercy, sharing the
light of Christ to all we meet.

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Sign Up Sheets
Christmas and New Year's Mass sign up sheets are now
available at the back of the Church. Note that Lectors are
pre-assigned.

Volunteers are needed for the following:
e Registered Communion Ministers (5 needed for each

Mass)

e Greeters

e Collection Ushers
e  Sacristans

e  Altar Servers

Please consider which Mass you're attending and help
support these ministries. Thank you in advance.

Advent Retreat

“Mary’s Hope” is an evening of
prayer, reflection and sharing at Holy
Cross Church on Wednesday,
December 17, 2025 at 7:00pm. The
evening will be directed by Claudia
Sanchez.

All are welcome. Come and join in
this wonderful preparation for the birth of our Lord Jesus!
(Image by Sr. M. Jutta from Pixabay)

Men’s Group
The Men’s Group meeting on December 17 is cancelled. We
will resume on Wednesday, January 27, 2026 at 7:00pm.

Medjugorje Prayer Group
There will not be a Medjugorje prayer group meeting in
December. We will resume on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at
7:00pm.

The Word of God Nourishes and Heals Our Soul, Body and
Life Giving Catholic Charismatic Healing Ministry Inc.
The Word of God Nourishes and Heals Our Soul, Body and Life
Giving Catholic Charismatic Healing Ministry Inc. invites
everyone for Healing Evangelization. Please join us on
Sunday, December 21 at 1:00pm in the Church Annex. Come,

join, and be healed by Jesus.

Advent Penitential Service
As we prepare for the Christmas
season, we invite you to partake in
our Advent Penitential Celebration
on Friday, December 19" from
7:00pm to 9:00pm.

(Image by Anna Varsanyi from Pixabay)
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Christmas Mass Schedule

s

December 24: Christmas Eve: Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord

5:00pm Children’s Mass
9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass

December 25: Christmas Day: Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)

7:45am  Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
10:00am  Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

December 31: New Year’s Eve: Seventh Day
Within the Octave of the Nativity

7:00pm  Adoration in the Church
8:00pm New Year’s Eve Mass

January 1, 2026: New Year’s Day: Solemnity of
Mary, the Holy Mother of God e The Octave Day of
the Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)

7:45am Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

10:00am Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

Note: The 7:45am Daily Mass is still celebrated on
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) &
Wednesday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve). They
do not appear on this holiday schedule as they are
weekday Masses, separate from feast days.
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Mass Intentions December 13-21, 2025

Saturday, December 13: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00pm + Noel Mourant by his family
Sunday, December 14: Third Sunday of Advent

7:45am For the Intentions of All Parishioners

10:00am + Gabrielle and + Louis Lalonde and
family by Louisa Lalonde

12:00pm + Jeanne Fiola by the family
Monday, December 15

7:45am Birthday Intentions for Barry Murphy by
Pam Murphy

Tuesday, December 16

7:45am + Felix de Jesus by John and Susanne
Scatliff

7:45am + Dominic Lui by Rita Tan
Wednesday, December 17

7:45am  For Our Children and Grandchildren by
John and Susanne Scatliff

Thursday, December 18
7:45am + Thomas O’Brien by Erin and family
Friday, December 19
7:45am + Irene Pepin by the family
Saturday, December 20
7:45am  + Felix de Jesus by Betty Man
7:45am  + Dominic Lui by Betty Man
7:45am Joseph Man by Rita Tan
Saturday, December 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent

4:00pm Christine Ross by Georges and Carla
Gervais

Sunday, December 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:45am  For Our Children and Grandchildren by
John and Susanne Scatliff

7:45am  Amel Turko by Robert and Martha Hoehn
10:00am For the Intentions of All Parishioners
12:00pm + David Christle by the Christle family
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Gerd Altmann from Pixabay)

Monthly Prayer Intentions of Pope Leo XIV —
December 2025
For Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in
the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation,
and hope.

Stewardship
December 14, 2025 - 3™ Sunday of
Advent

“You too must be patient. Make you
hearts firm, because the coming of the
Lord is at hand.” JAMES 5:8

Patience is another one of those things
many of us struggle with. We want things to go according
to our plan and our schedule; we like things to be
convenient. Any change brings anxiety and fear. Through
daily prayer God reveals to us what He wants us to do
with the gifts He has given us. We are able to better
align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, which is far
better than anything we can come up with on our own.

2026 Mass Intentions
Holy Cross Parish mass intention booking for 2026 is
now open. Please review the guidelines on the new
mass intention request form found on the website, in
the parish office, and both entrances of the Church, as
we have made some changes to be in alignment with the
policies established by the Archdiocese of St. Boniface
for scheduling mass intentions. Please contact the parish
office at office@holycrossparish.ca or (204) 233-7367
with any questions. Thank you for your understanding as
we try to follow church guidelines, have masses
available for the recently deceased and accommodate
those who have regular mass intentions.

Parish Office Holiday Hours

The parish office will be open from

8:30am to 12:00pm on Wednesday,

December 24 and will be closed for the

holidays beginning the afternoon of

’ Wednesday, December 24. We will

reopen in the New Year on Friday,

January 2, 2026 during office hours.

From everyone at the parish office, we wish you peace,

joy and all the best the holiday has to offer. May this

season of giving and spending time with family bring you

joy that lasts throughout the year. Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

(Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay)
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CWL Advent Tree
The CWL Advent Tree will be at the back of —
the Church during Advent 2025. e

We ask the good people of Holy Cross Parish

to please help to cover the branches with
new hats, mitts, scarves and socks for needy
children and adults of the inner city.

(Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay)

Happy Birthday!!!
Happy Birthday wishes, prayers and
blessings to everyone celebrating their
birthday in the month of December.
(Image by Alexandra_Koch from Pixabay)

C:Q Congratulations and blessings to all

the couples who are celebrating their
~ wedding anniversary in the month of
December.
(Image by OpencClipart-Vectors from Pixabay)

Happy Wedding Anniversary!!!

Christmas Chocolates for the Food Bank

The Holy Cross Food Bank is collecting
boxes of chocolates to hand out to
patrons this Christmas. It is that time of
the year when everyone appreciates a
special treat to celebrate the holidays. If
you can spare a box of chocolates for a
family this Christmas, please drop them off at the parish office
(during office hours) or give them to Marianne Savard. Thank
you kindly for your generosity.

Blue Christmas Prayer Gathering

; For most people, Christmas is a
time of celebration and joy. For
many of our brothers and
sisters, however, it is a difficult
time of year. They carry a heavy
burden: loss of a loved one,
separation, divorce, loneliness, depression, anxiety,
financial stress, homelessness, unemployment, sick
parents or children, addictions, worrying medical
diagnoses, eco-anxiety, etc. We know that the “ideal”
holiday season atmosphere does not always match the
experience of many people.

And so, here is our invitation: let us gather in prayer

(Image by Frauke Riether from Pixabay)

Donations for 2025
As per the Canada Revenue Agency regulations, we will be
accepting any donations for 2025 up to December 31, 2025.

Sunday Offerings with and for those who are suffering, to remind

December 7, 2025 ourselves during this Christmas season that God is good,

Loose $344.35 that He is with us, and that He is powerful in His mercy.
Envelopes $2,872.00 It will be a time for Adoration, personal and communal
Pre-Authorized Donations $1,158.75 prayer, during which we will proclaim and meditate on
TOTAL $4,375.10 the Word of God. We will also have the opportunity to
Thank you for your generosity. bring and offer our prayer intentions at the altar, like

Please no foreign currency. the Magi at the Manger.
When and where:

December 26 at 7:00PM at

He who gives to the poor will never want, but 289

he who shuts his eyes will have many curses.
Proverbs 28: 27

Saints-Martyrs-Canadiens Dussault
Avenue, Winnipeg.

This liturgical prayer gathering will be bilingual.

Church,

The Week Ahead December 14—20, 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
December 14 December 15 December 16 December 17 December 18 December 19 December 20
Morning 11:00am Parish Office 9:00am Food Bank | 10:30am Mass at | 7:45am Mass 10:00am-12:00pm
Fellowship Closed 9:30am-11:30am | Catherine Place followed by Third | Children’s Atrium
10:00am Funeral Children’s Atrium Friday Devotions
(1)
11:00am Funeral
Reception
Afternoon 1:30pm Legion of | 3:30pm-5:00pm 1:30pm Holy Cross 12:00pm-2:00pm
Mary Bradbury’s School Christmas Confirmation
Mass Preparation
Evening 5:00pm-7:00pm 7:00pm Youth 7:00pm Advent
Children’s Atrium | Group Penitential Service
7:00pm-9:00pm
Advent Retreat
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