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Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025
1* Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 72
R. “In his days may righteousness
flourish, and peace abound forever.
2" Reading: Romans 15.4-9
Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12
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Jesus is coming! He is indeed coming!
We started Advent talking about the
day that He will return which no one
knows. Today we look at St. John the
Baptist who was the forerunner of Jesus
and who brought a message of
conversion. In this message, John
taught, implored and exhorted that we

Second Sunday of Advent — December 7, 2025
be converted through repentance
because that ‘shoot which will sprout

£ St %
Wmy :
from the roots of Jesse’ is coming and is

coming with power, with the authority of clearing away all sin, corruption and
darkness by his baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Christ is coming to the Jews and then to the Gentiles, who are each of us. God
wants our hearts, wants us to repent each day and come closer to Him. The fruit
we are to bear is to be good fruit so that the tree is not cut off and cast into the
fire.

This Second Sunday of Advent is a call to repentance that encourages us to
completely say ‘Yes’ to God.

| want to also do a brief reflection about the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception which falls on Monday, December 8". We move from John’s fiery
preaching of repentance and preparation to this young girl in Nazareth who will
receive the most important message ever given. Her ‘Yes’ would change
everything. Her fiat, “Let it be done to me according to your word” are words of
humility and surrender. This quiet, unknown young girl from an unknown town
long ago received and accepted with trust, that what she was agreeing to would
bring salvation to everyone. Mary received this salvation by her Son prior to His
Passion and she was given a singular ‘grace’ protecting her from all sin. Let us
rejoice in the gift of Mary, our Mother, and ask her to pray for us and with us to
welcome Jesus in our hearts and surrender to the will of God in our lives.

A final note: Mary is our Mother by the gift of her Son. She is the singular most
important human being that ever lived her faith, trust, and obedience. Loving
Mary deepens our love for Christ because Christ came through Mary and by this,
her prayers are worthy of being received by her Son in a special and blessed way.
Mary, by your Immaculate Conception, pray for us!

Christophe Maguet
Holy Cross Parish Pastoral Council Member & Parishioner

(Image by Pallervanten from Pixabay)
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Pilgrimage—December 8, 2025

Monday, December 8 on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception to Saint Malo right after the 7:45am Mass. Bus
available. (click here for poster)

Bilingual Eucharistic Celebration on the Feast of

the Immaculate Conception — December 8, 2025

‘ You are all invited to
participate in the December 8
celebration, patronal feast of
~  the Archdiocese of Saint

~ Boniface. Come celebrate the
‘: Blessed Virgin Mary at 7:30pm
~ at Saint Boniface Cathedral. In
celebrating the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, we honour the Blessed Virgin Mary
who committed herself fully to listening to the Word of God
with an open and transparent heart, and who then also
committed herself fully to living that Word, with her whole
heart and her unwavering “yes”.

The celebration will also be live-streamed on the Saint
Boniface Cathedral’s YouTube channel at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0mC9pPKPw]I, allowing for
virtual participation as well.

This Eucharistic celebration will be presided by Archbishop
Albert LeGatt.

Following the celebration there will be a time of coffee and
fellowship in the Narthex.

Together, let us pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to Saint
Boniface for their intercession. May Christ, the Word of God,
the Good News, enlighten and protect us by the powerful love
of the Holy Spirit. Please invite your friends, parishioners, and
acquaintances to attend!

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Sign Up Sheets
Christmas and New Year's Mass sign up sheets are now
available at the back of the Church. Note that Lectors are
pre-assigned.

Volunteers are needed for the following:
e Registered Communion Ministers (5 needed for each

Mass)

e Greeters

e Collection Ushers
e  Sacristans

e  Altar Servers

Please consider which Mass you're attending and help
support these ministries. Thank you in advance.

Charismatic Prayer
Charismatic Prayer will be held in the church on the 2™
Saturday of each month at 7:00pm. The next one will be held
on December 13, 2025 at 7:00pm.

Advent Penitential Service
As we prepare for the Christmas
season, we invite you to partake in
our Advent Penitential Celebration
on Friday, December 19" from
7:00pm to 9:00pm.

(Image by Anna Varsanyi from Pixabay)
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Christmas Mass Schedule

December 24: Christmas Eve: Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord

4:30pm  Children’s Choir
5:00pm Children’s Mass
9:00pm  Christmas Eve Mass

December 25: Christmas Day: Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)

7:45am  Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
10:00am  Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
December 31: New Year’s Eve: Seventh Day
Within the Octave of the Nativity
7:00pm  Adoration in the Church

8:00pm New Year’s Eve Mass

January 1, 2026: New Year’s Day: Solemnity of
Mary, the Holy Mother of God e The Octave Day of
the Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)

7:45am Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

10:00am Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

Note: The 7:45am Daily Mass is still celebrated on
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) &

< Wednesday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve). They
¢ do not appear on this holiday schedule as they are
¢ weekday Masses, separate from feast days.
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Mass Intentions December 6-14, 2025

Saturday, December 6: Second Sunday of Advent
4:00pm For the Intentions of All Parishioners

Sunday, December 7: Second Sunday of Advent

7:45am + Edward Myslicki by John and Susanne

Scatliff
10:00am Ray Burley by Karen and Donald
Vandevelde
12:00pm + Antoine and + Angele Gobin and
+ Viviane Dokken by the Christle family
12:00pm + David Christle by the Christle family
12:00pm + Bob Sparling by Gisele Sparling

Monday, December 8: Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7:45am Rara family by Carol and Ranie Rara

Tuesday, December 9

7:45am + Wilma and + Dorino Bacco by the
Verrelli family

Wednesday, December 10
7:45am + Jeanne Fiola by the family
Thursday, December 11

7:45am + Omer Malo by his family
Friday, December 12: Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe
7:45am + Lilianne Delaye by the family
7:45am + Felix de Jesus by Sharon Kennedy

7:45am Walter Fashoway by Robert and Martha
Hoehn

Saturday, December 13: Memorial for Saint Lucy

7:45am + Daniel Kennedy by Michael and Arlene
Soenen

Saturday, December 13: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00pm + Noel Mourant by his family

Sunday, December 14: Third Sunday of Advent
7:45am For the Intentions of All Parishioners

10:00am + Gabrielle and + Louis Lalonde and
family by Louisa Lalonde

12:00pm + Jeanne Fiola by the family

(Image by
Gerd Altmann from Pixabay)
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Monthly Prayer Intentions of Pope Leo XIV —
December 2025
For Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in
the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation,
and hope.

Stewardship
December 7, 2025 - 2™ Sunday of Advent

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into
the fire.” MATTHEW 3:10

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you
spend time in prayer or do you waste it with mindless
activity? Do you use your talent to help others or are you
too busy? Do you use your treasure to support the
Church or do you buy more things that go unused. Our
time, talent, and treasure are gifts from God. What we
do with these gifts is our gift back to Him. What gifts are
you planning to give to the Lord during this upcoming
Christmas season?

2026 Mass Intentions

Holy Cross Parish mass intention booking for 2026 is
now open. Please review the guidelines on the new mass
intention request form found on the website, in the
parish office, and both entrances of the Church, as we
have made some changes to be in alignment with the
policies established by the Archdiocese of St. Boniface for
scheduling mass intentions. Please contact the parish
office at office@holycrossparish.ca or (204) 233-7367
with any questions. Thank you for your understanding as
we try to follow church guidelines, have masses available
for the recently deceased and accommodate those who
have regular mass intentions.

Children’s Choir

The parish is inviting all children

¥ who love so sing to join the

Christmas Eve Children's Choir.

Practices will be every Sunday of

Advent after the 10:00am Mass in

& the multipurpose room (December
7,14 and 21).

' Contact Dominique if you have any

questions: holycrossparishcatechist@gmail.com

(Image by Kevin Oh from Pixabay)

Medjugorje Prayer Group
There will not be a Medjugorje prayer group meeting in
December. We will resume on Tuesday, January 20, 2026
at 7:.00pm.
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CWL Advent Tree Happy Birthday!!!
The CWL Advent Tree will be at the back of — Happy Birthday wishes, prayers and
the Church during Advent 2025. 2= - blessings to everyone celebrating their

birthday in the month of December.
(Image by Alexandra_Koch from Pixabay)

We ask the good people of Holy Cross Parish
to please help to cover the branches with
new hats, mitts, scarves and socks for
needy children and adults of the inner city.

Happy Wedding Anniversary!!!
Congratulations and blessings to all
(- i )
. . — the couples who are celebrating their
(Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay) - . .
wedding anniversary in the month of

December.
(Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay)

Christmas Chocolates for the Food Bank

The Holy Cross Food Bank is collecting
boxes of chocolates to hand out to

{ patrons this Christmas. It is that time of
the year when everyone appreciates a
special treat to celebrate the holidays. If

you can spare a box of chocolates for a

Norwood Knights of Columbus
We are a Catholic men's service organization, practicing
Catholics 18 and over, who are here for the church and
community’s needs. We have life, disability insurance and
investment opportunities, we are rated one of the best

family this Christmas, please drop them off at the parish office
(during office hours) or give them to Marianne Savard. Thank
you kindly for your generosity.

insurance providers. We have been with Holy Cross Parish
over 65 years. Our church representative is Bryon Burvill
(204) 233-7904. We are in need of new members to help

(Image by Frauke Riether from Pixabay) us reach our objectives.

Q *REMINDER* Winter Camps 2026 Sunday Offerings
g& psS are Now Open! November 30, 2025
SR cpment Going to Saint Malo Catholic Camp is the Loose $387.35
perfect way for you to experience new Envelopes $3 890.00
activities, grow in character, build lasting Pre-Authorized Donations $’873.00
friendships, an.d most wnportantly, ha\{e TOTAL $5,150.35
fun! All of this in a faithfully Catholic Thank you for your generosity.
. I .
sethng: . th Please no foreign currency.
Early Bird Pricing Before December 15™'!

For dates, to register and for more
information, please click here.

He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives
some of his food to the poor. Proverbs 22:9

The Week Ahead December 7—13, 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
December 7 December 8 December 9 December 10 December 11 December 12 December 13
Morning 11:00am Parish Office 9:00am Food Bank | 10:30am Mass at 10:00am-12:00pm
Fellowship Closed 9:30am-11:30am | Catherine Place Children’s Atrium
11:00am CWL Children’s Atrium 10:00am-4:00pm
Meeting 10:30am CWL First Reconciliation
Executive Meeting Retreat
11:00am Altar
Servers Meeting
Afternoon 1:30pm Legion of | 1:45pm St. Boniface
Mary Diocesan High
School Mass
3:30pm-5:00pm
Bradbury’s
Evening 5:00pm-7:00pm 7:00pm Youth 5:00pm Funeral (1) | 7:00pm Holy
Children’s Atrium | Group Hour with
Charismatic
Prayer
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